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Our mission is
to save lives 
Since 2008, ”la Caixa” Foundation has promoted the 
Alliance for Child Vaccination, together with Gavi, The 
Vaccine Alliance, the support of the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation and the scientific and academic collaboration 
of the Barcelona Institute for Global Health (ISGlobal), to 
save children’s lives by improving the equitable use of 
vaccines in lower-income countries.

This philanthropic alliance offers companies the chance 
to join in the fight against child mortality as part of  
their corporate social responsibility; as well as customers 
and employees of the CaixaBank Group and also society  
at large via microdonations. The contributions made are 
invested entirely in vaccinating young children through 
Gavi.

Thanks to the Matching Fund agreement, the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation and ”la Caixa” Foundation 
multiply by four the total donations received by making 
parallel contributions (up to €2 million).

Pneumonia vaccine 
The Alliance allocates all its funds to immunising against 
pneumonia, the world’s number one killer of children. 
Every day, over 2,000 children under 5 die from this 
infectious disease that could be prevented with vaccines.

Every 39 seconds, a child dies 
from causes preventable with 
existing vaccines but to  
which they have no access.
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Source: UNICEF. Levels & Trends in Child Mortality, 2019.
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Results 2021
In 2021, the Alliance for Child Vaccination channelled 
€6,568,462.52 for Gavi, The Vaccine Alliance, making it 
possible to finance 100% of the programmes to combat 
pneumonia in Mozambique for the third consecutive year 
(90% in 2018) and 44% of these programmes in Ethiopia.

The collaboration and commitment of CaixaBank’s Business 
Banking and Private Banking areas, as well as its entire 
branch network, are crucial to raise awareness of the project 
and ensure its success.

In 2021:
More than

€1.6 million
in donations received

More than

€3.3 million
provided by the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation 
(Matching Fund)

More than

€1.6 million
provided directly by 
”la Caixa” Foundation 
(Matching Fund)

More than

1 million
children vaccinated 
against pneumonia

Progress report >>> 
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Returns, health and development
Vaccines are among the investments that offer the best 
returns in health and development of all time. For each 
dollar invested in immunisation during 2021-2030 in the 
73 countries supported by Gavi, 21 dollars will be saved 
in costs related to healthcare and loss of earnings and 
productivity due to illness and death*.

By improving access to vaccines for millions of vulnerable 
children, people’s lives are transformed, helping to 
boost the economies of lower-income countries and 
making the world a safer place for everyone.

*Health Affairs. Return on investment from childhood immunizations in low- and middle-income countries, 2011-2020. 
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https://fundacionlacaixa.org/documents/10280/1665824/2021-annual-report.pdf


Global results

Since 2008:

Since 2000:

More than

€39.5 million
raised thanks to donations 
and the matching 
contributions of ”la Caixa” 
Foundation and the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation 

More than

981 million
children vaccinated

More than

8.3 million
children immunised 
through Gavi

More than

16.2 million
premature deaths avoided
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Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance
Gavi helps to immunise almost half the children in the 
world against the most serious infectious diseases with the 
highest mortality rate.

With an investment of over 946 million euros, in 2021 
Gavi promoted the COVAX initiative: collaboration for 
worldwide equitable access to vaccines against COVID-19. 
For the first time in history, a new generation vaccine was 
distributed throughout the world at the same time: close 
to a billion doses delivered in 144 countries.

Progress report >>> 

Rafael Vilasanjuan 
Director of Policy and Global 
Development, ISGlobal
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Very soon, we'll have been living for three years with 

a previously unknown virus that has changed how we 

understand and deal with infectious diseases. What until now 

seemed to be a threat primarily to lower-income countries, to 

the poorest regions of the planet, has shattered borders and 

all predictions. COVID-19 is here to stay. 

Fortunately, as vaccination has advanced (in some cases, 

such as Spain, covering 90% of the population), the effects 

of the disease’s development and particularly its most 

serious symptoms have diminished to such an extent that 

we've been able to move from drastic containment measures 

such as lockdowns and border closures (with the subsequent 

impact on world trade) to relatively normal lives, both in 

work and social terms. Vaccines have been the main strategy 

for this recovery. 

This year, the Alliance project promoted by ”la Caixa” 

Foundation has once again focused on the pneumonia 

vaccine, making it available through GAVI to those people 

who couldn't get it before, thereby protecting them from 

a disease that causes the same effects as the COVID-19 

pandemic although, in this case, it mainly affects children 

who, without the vaccine, might not reach the age of five. 

Now it's time to congratulate all of you who've made this 

possible, as well as to acknowledge that the returns from this 

combined effort between each of you and the Alliance goes 

far beyond the price of a vaccine: it enables a normal life and 

to prepare a whole generation to decide their own fate. To all 

of you, congratulations. Together we keep on advancing.

The price of a vaccine

https://www.gavi.org/sites/default/files/programmes-impact/our-impact/apr/Gavi-Progress-Report-2021.pdf

